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T 0 
The Right Reverend Father in God 


WILLIAM 


Lord Biſhop of NORWICH. 


My LOAD, 

N Obedience to your Lordſhip F have here 
tahen the Confidence to preſent a very mean, 
and intperfeft Difcourſe to the View of a moft 
Critical, ant —_— Age. And yet might 
I be allow'd to plcad the Haftinehs of ts Com- 
poſure, without being thought to urge a Crime 
in excuſe of a Crime, and to defend One fault 
by Another , poſſebly it would need no other Apo- 
logy. But if that may not be inſiſted on, I have 
only this Favour 10 requeſt of the World, that 
they would believe the Author to have as mean 
an Opinion of thefe Sudden Thoughts, as They 
can have, and that They would look upon them 
only as an inſtance of the incomparable Candor 
of Tour Lordſbip ; In pure compliance with 
whoſe Pleaſure it is, that they are thus made 
A 3 publick. 


} 

The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
publick. And ſince they arc ſo, may it pleaſe 
that God, who can work His ends by very ſmall, 
and contemptible (for He has oft times done it 
without any) Means, to bleſs them for ſome 
Good to thoſe who have not yet learnd duly to 
revcretheir Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtical Supe- 
riOors...- | 

And may the ſame God long continue your 
Lordſhip A Bleſſing to his Church, An Ornament 
to this See, and an Eminent Example of Virtue 
to All that know Tou. In which Prayer, Tam 
perſwaded, there is not a Perſon in Tour whole 
Dioceſe, that Fears God, Honors the King, or 
Bears any Afﬀeftion to the Eflabliſhd Religion, 
but will heartily concur with, A 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Durifull Son, 


and moſt humbly devoted Servanr, 


MICHAEL BATT. 
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: CORINTH. 4. 21. 


What will ye? ſhall I come unto you with a Rod, 
or in Love, and in the Spirit of Meekneſs ? 


O ſooner had St. Paul planted a 
Church at Corinth, (and that with 
a great dcal of care and pains, con- 
tinuing there @ year and fix months teaching 
the Word of God among them, as St. Luke gives 
us 


[2] 


us the Relation of it,. As. 18.) but by the 
Craft and Exvy, the C unning and Mg/ice-ot 
the Devil, there were the, moſt natorions 
Diſoraers crept mm, and the moit feandalous 
Abuſes and Corruptions introduc t into it. In 
particular, mou were a fort of falſe and Hau- 
a= Teachers \tarred np among Them, who 
by the Charms of Popular Eloquence, and 
the little Arts of Rhetorick, (for They had 
nothing elſe to truſt ro) making advantage 
of their Weakneſs, had fo infinuatcd them- 
ſelves into their Affeftions, that there was no 
longer place for the Apoſtle there ; theſe New 
Infiruftors had got their Hearts, even to the 
Excluſion of their Father himſelf, who in 


Ver. 15. Chriſt Feſus had begotten them through the Gof- 


el. 

1 An early Stratagem of the grand Encmy 
of Mankind was this, and fo fuccesfull He 
found 1t for the creating Variances, and Di- 
viſions among the Profeſſors of C briftianity, 
that He has becn cncourag'd to make ule of 
the ſame, for the inteſting, and diſtarbing 
theſe latter Ages of the Church too. 

And we tor our 'parts havc had, ]1'm fure;, 
the wofull Experience of i, thar-whilt fore 

Ve 
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have cried up this Holy Man, others mag- 
nificd that Godly Teacher, in oppoſition to the 
Orthodox eftablijb'd Miniftry ; whulit People 
have forſaken, and exchang'd the publick/y 
allowed form of ſound and wholeſome words tor 
the Religious Cant of Private Corners, the 
Devil's ends have been moſt effetiually ſervd 
among us ; Piety has decayd and iniquity 
abounded, Charity has waxcn cold, and ftrifes 
and emulations grown fierce and hot, to the 
mfhnire detriment, and damage of Relrgion, 
and of the beſt conſtituted Church in the 
Chriſtian World. 

Bur I forbear inlarging here, and return 
to the Corinthians, among whom (belides dt- 
vers other groſs muſcarriages) this that hath 
been mention'd having, in the Apoſtles ab- 
ſence, got 1n, viz, (their ſiding, and dividing 
into Parties about their Teachers, ſore having 
this Man's perſon in admiration, others that ) 
S&. Paul that he might obviate - the further 
miſchict that might ortherwiſe from hence a- 
ſe, though he. was detain'd at that time by 
ome other neceſlary Service of the Church 
from a Perſonal Viſuation, writes them his 
mind in this Epiſtle,, . In which, after having 

| B PIc- 


[4] 
premisd his Salutations of them, and Thanks- 
givings to God for them, the firſt thing he falls 
upon 1s the regulating thar.diforder. And to 
tharend, he decrics, and expoſes that Carnal 
Wiſedom they were ſo mighnly in love with, 
gives the reaſors of his own not affecting 
thoſe /ofty ftrains, tor which others were had 
in ſuch c{tcem by them, and vindicatcs his 
plaih, and familiar manner of Preaching 
whilſt among. them ; which indeed is the 
main drift  ; the four firſt Chapters of the 
Epiſthe. 

Bur leſt this method ſhould prove ineſſec- 
tual, (as writing at a diſtance is not, for the 
moſt part, fo moving as conferring and diſ- 
coarfſing Face to Face) he ſends 7 imoathens 
unto © » Boy his beloved Son, and faithfull in 
the Lord, as itis v. 17. of this to 
excite and perſwade them to ther duty, by 
bringing - them into remembrance of his ways 
which were in Chrift, both what he had for 
merly caught whalſt among them, and what 
he did yct continue to teach in every Church. 
And bathed focks the a'vay bopefull ex- 
pediemt, and was fuch a courſe, ast 


file might reafonably pronuſe humſclt Tt 
from. Not 
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Not but that He had Riill One Reſerve 
more in caſc of a failure here too, and that 
was The coming among them once again in His 
own perſon, which was a Certain way if not 
by fair means by foul, I mean, if not by 
by fear and ſeverity to 
all Abrſes, not only that 
hitherto mr — of, but likewiſe their 
toleration of Inceft, their litigious Law-Suits 
(and that) before Infidel Judges, their Propha- 
nation of the Sacred elements in the Lord's Sup- 
per, and the drher diforders and Miſdemea- 
wors reckon'd up in the Sequel of this Epiſtle. 

He reſolves, "1 fax, m calc all other Expe- 
dients- fail, dnce *again to' come among 
chern in perſon, (decharing Wr 9. that nothing 
but/God - Aimighty ſhould hinder Him) and 
then take a have and cffcctual Courſe of rc- 


Aus that was amiſs," * | 
And; to ſpeak the Truth, He had: great 


Gever He pleag'd the Highs and Elibghes 
nels of ſforne was ſuch, as would not be 
nd d, nor taken down thereby. 

B 2 Nay 
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Nay and which was more, (and which 
calld upon Hum to make the more haſt ty 
them) it ſhould ſeem that His Abſence had 
alrcady caus'd chem to entertain /ow, and 
contempruous thoughts of Him too ; For fo 
docs the Lomas Hammond paraphraſe the 
18th. ver, Now ſome. are. puff df up as Hongh 1 
would -_ come 10 you, #5 pn bgnpmirs, 

* cauſc I come not to you my ſelf cafoach 
ie " by, ſomc among you have taken, occaſion 

* to deſpiſe mc that am abſcnc. 

And hence it is that He reſolves ver. 19. 1 
will come to you ſbortly if the Lord will, and 
will know not the ſpeech of them that are puſſed 
up but the Pozer. That is, He miake-trial 
of thoſe confidenys boaſters, not of their ploir 
ſible words, nd & fine talk, (at which, | know, 
they arc excellent ; ;) but of their ſolid worth, 
and the real good they do with all their + 
tematious braggings. For the Kingdom of God 
» not in wor in power, ver. 20. Chriftia- 
nity docs nog in ſpeaking, bur doing, 
not in vauzting, but performing gicat Things 
F And ROPER tollow bs words: of the 

CXT. 
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What will ye ? jhall I come umo you with a 
Red, or in, Love, and in the Spirit \of Meek 
meſs : ? Which the now-rucntioned Hammond 
thus introduces, and explains.” - | 
* And now Irtalk of coming " —" ] 
pray conlider, . which, w#ll xawGhuſc'? 
you bchavg ygur, (clves,\, @ at.zy tos 
will I cxcrciſg  cuther my. Power! of mahc- 
ting -puniſhments, or the; mulderaway of 
kindncfs toward you ; and therefore ac- 
* cordingas ye, like eſt, ſa. Progare your 
*. ſelves tor my» AY Jr wi tor 
In.che words of ——_— Paraphraft, a\Re- 346 han.. 
verend Prelate, of our Church, AN FARICTITEE 
of this Dioceſe. * 
* Let it be. your own choice, or what 
manner I ſhall.come unto. You 5 My car: 
muſt be directed by your. deſerts 
jos or Ba Wall: you; that I ſhall 
come; to 'You with a Rod of Cenſureto 
correct your Exorbitances ?. or m Love, 
and .in, the Spurix of Mcekne(s, to com- 
mend and: cheriſh; your Holy, Proceed{ 
and Chriſtian C arriage ? 1 ſhall do 
of. them,” as I Nall eorER acaſeen tyre 


*. You. E 
= we k \Thus: 
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Thus you (ce the Vecaſion, and Connexion 

of the | Words, in difcourſing on which, 1 

ſhall endcavour to do theſe four Things. 

1. To explain the Power the Apoſtle inti- 
mates Himfelf ro hawe in the Church, in theſe 
words, ſhall 1 come unto you with a Rod ? 

2 To Jhew how far, or in what meaſures and 

s that Power is contimeed to the Biſhops, 
and Governors of the Churth now. 

2. To vake motice how forh and unwilling 
the ApoMle "was 10 exertife this Power of His 
but in caſe of abſolut#"Nettffity'; And how de- 
rs'from the manner of 
His exprefſeon: ) her He miphthave occaſronto 
uſe only the fair, and gentle Methods. 

4. T6 exhbvt ChHRIThs td be more” obedient 
to their Spiritnal” Paſtors and Fathers, by an 
orderly and regular - Comerſation, than #6 force 
7hem to the Uſe bf that Severrty,” which They 
ae otherwiſe avinrſe+ from, In ſpeaking to 
which 'Partizulars'*T*hope, T ſhall -do {in 
forne- meaſure) Right to the Text, and no 
_— ve- unſerreable 'Service'to this So- 


Jos. pr 0 ie Pave oi fe rntimates 
if to = in the Church, in theſe words, 
— « pmigtiatrgn Fr Our 


[9] 
- Our Bleſſed Saviour attcr he had publiſh'd 
His moſt cxcellent, Heavenly Doctrine 
tothe World, and IVed here a contiderable 
time an Example of the Practicablencls ot 
It, and had by divers unqueſtionable mura- 
cles, and at laſt by His Death, *and Reſurrec- 
tion abundantly confirm'd the Truth of it ; 
m- fine, after having fini/b'4 the Work that 
was here given Him to do, being to return 
again- to the Boſom of His Father, He could 
not any longer manage in His own Perſor 
the Intereſts and Concerns of His Church, 
But ſtill being touch'd with an infinite Firy, 
and Compaſſron tor it, and well knowing to 
what hazards its infancy, and tenderneſs 
would expoſe it, Ictt it nor, till He haccon- 
ſtiruted, and appointed divers Orders and 
Officers in 1t, to whom He commurrted the 
Care, and whom He inveſted with Power ſut- 
ficient to adhuniſter, from time'to rime, ro- 
all the Exigencies, and Neceſſities of it. 
. The precepts. of His Religion were not 
lke the hrer Impoſtures/ of Mebomercalcu- 
ſared' on purpoſe for the gratification of 
Mens lufts, and for humoring the /oeſerefs: 
and wanmomeſs of the World. 


No, 
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No, they were quite of another nature, 
and as oppoſite to et Light to Darkneſs , 
requiring 20111 fication,®and ſelf-denyal, and 
enjoyning Men to Crucify their carnal Appe- 
tites, -and Attections. And was it likely that 
ſuch an In/tit2tion as this ſhould readily gain 
footing and Countenance in the World ? or 
rather, was it nor ſurc to meet with the ut- 
moſt. hatred, and oppoſition 1aginable ? 

Moſt certainly owr Saviour plainly foreſaw 
it was, and therefore rook Care before His 
departure to ſettle certain Perſons, viz. His 
eleven Apoſtles, (whom He had bctore ſclec- 
ted for that Purpoſe) as His immediate De- 
puties, and Vjccgerents,, giving them in 
charge to feed His flock, to watch over, 
and provide for His Church at preſent them- 
ſelves ; and empowering them, as Occaſion 
ſhould require, to depute, and Ordain others 
for the ſame ſervice afterwards ; giving them, 
in ſhore, the ſame commiſſion to execute that 
He received of His Father, at His coming 
into the World,  accarding as we read, ,70h) 
20. 21. As my Father ſem me, even ſoſend: I 
yor. . 
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Now-as for our Saviour's Miſſion ; it will 
be ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe, it I 
give you only. St. Peter's account of n, A4;. 
'10. 38. where in His Sermon to Cornelius 
and his Company, He tells them, That God 
anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with Power. And accordingly 
were His Apoſtles breath d on by Him, in or- 
der to their inſtallment to a Succeſſion in His 
Office, and had the ſame Spirit, and Power 
aſſured ro Them ; Which, not many days 
aftcr His Aſcent, they. likewiſe receiv, and 
were thereby enabled both to gather, and 
govern the Church ; cftcctually ro cſtabliſh 
Chriſtianity; and to propagate the Doftrine 
of the Goſpel both in Jeruſalem, and in all- Ju« 
daa, and in Samaria, and unto theuttermoſl 
parts of the earth, as it is, Atts. 3. 8. 

Though they were deſtitute of all Secular 
Hetps, my” had no worldly. Advantages to 
afſiſt or further them, and yet were to en- 
counter with Mens r1iveted opinions, . ancient: 
cuſtoms, and inveterate habits ; to. beat them. 
off from thoſe Practices, and Courſes they. 
had been aſed to ever {ance they were born-; 
and to umpoſe upon _ a zew, and quite. 
contrary 


[1] 
contrary way of lite; reducing them from 
the ſmooth, and delighrtull paths of Six ; 
to the more [rugged, and ritclom tracks of 
Virtue, yet, ſo cttcctually were they endued 
with power from on high, as St. Luke expreſſes 
C-244% it, that by their \means, the Chriſtian Faith 
was 1n a ſhort timc wonder fully. diſſeminated; | 
and diffus d. Like lightning, to borrower 
Saviour alluſtion in another calc, it by | 
war-:4- fromthe Eaſt, and ſbene even to the Weſt, 
acts. 19. the word of God grew mightily, and prevail d, 
* the Lod working with them that publiſh'd ir, 
wr. 16. and confirming it with ſigns following , God 
lich. :.4. alſo bearing them witneſs, as it is in another 
place," both with fagns, and wonders, and with 
divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoft. 
And by this means it was that though 
acs.3-6. 7 bey had no filver and gold, they became ca- 
oh of excrcifing the molt xſefull, and bene- 
ficial Charity 4 though they were not in a 
condition £o' relieve the poor Cripple with 
che ſmall Alms he beg'd, yet They helpd him ] 
to what was much bcrrer, the wſe of his 
limbs, which ill chat time he had never en- 
wa, jov'd, having becn Game from his Mother s 
Womb, By which 1ſorg le Good Act; . and = 
table 
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table Miracle alone, as it'is ſtyled, As. 4. 
16. They greatly ingratiatedboth themſelves 
and their  Potirine too, -thereby proſelyting 
a vaſt mulcticude of their Auhtors to the 
Chriſtian Religion, even to the number of 
thouſand Men, . 4. 
chough They could nor pleaſure 
with oxey wherewirh to rcpair to a 
2; yct, which' was much more ac- 
ble, as well as furprizinge, at a word of 
theirmouth, of a rouch of their ' hand, was 
Health manyv runcs 16/tor &, iNay ar- their VC- 
ry Shadow wete Diſternpers; and unclean Spi- 
rits ſcar d and put 10 flight, andthe poor Patients 
\ | wereno longer. vex7,and tormented with them. 
Evcn the moſt obſlinare\ diſeaſes and ftub- 
| born maladies that had - long ame been Me- 
* | dicorum ludibrizm, the Scorn and Reproach 
of the Men of $4;8, and had bafficd all the 
Rulcs of their Art, immediately gave place, 
and varuſh'd at their command, So large was 
" their Commutſlion, and m ſuch general terms 
did it run, as to empower them 20 heal all 
manner. of firkneſs, and all manner of diſeaſe. .. 
I ſhall not inſtance ro you, as I might ca- 
fily do, mn any of the other unwonccd gitts, 
C 2 - . and 
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and extraordinary-- abilities, which the Apo- 
files were veited with, (as Propheſying, Spea- 
king with tongues, Diſcerning of Spirits, and 
Interpretation of T ongues ) tor the better fitting, 
and qualitv:ing them tor that eminent work, 
and employ to which they were delegated ; 
and which rcnderd them fo wondert 
hclptull, and © beneficial ro the wo 

Bur, 1n rcterence to what I have 
ſaid, rwas impoſſible but their doing ſo 
good, in that particular reſpet now-mention- 
cd, ſhould crcate in the minds of Men'a 
very high - vencration both for themſelves, 
and the dottrine which they taught. Whereas 
otherwiſe, we may conclude,” there would 
have been bur hetle, regard paid cither to 
the One, or the Orber , but their Perſons 
would hayc been ſcorn'd and contemn'd, as bc- 
ing ſo very mean, and deſpicable ; and the 
Goſpel they preachd been diſownd, and 
rejetied, as being ſo oppoſite to the looſe and 
irreligiozs tempers of their Hearcrs. 

How infinitely wife therefore, as well as 
kind and carefull did it ſpeak the Author of 
our Religion, to ſend forth the firſt Planters, 
and Spreaders of it, fo throughly, and com- 
pleatly furniſhed for their Work > Though 


[ 15 ] 
Though they wanted the benefit of /+:- 
ters, Inſpiration cnabled them to put to 1i 
lence their molt /earned Gainſayers ; Though 
their ſpeech (if we take the meaſures of it 
from Mans Wiſedom) was bur rude and un. 
poliſbr, yet was it in Demonſtration of the : Co». : 4 
Spirit, and of Power ; though they were poor, cu 14 
as the, Apoltlc ſpeaks, yet were they in con- 
ditiow'of making many rich, and that with 
che-moſt truc and valuable riches ; Laſtly, 
Though in appearance they had nothing yer 
really they poſſeſſed All Things; All thar 1 
have bitherro mention d being but Part of 
that Power, that was given them of God, for 
the greater Benehit, and Edification of His 
Church. 

In particular, and to come home to the 
Text ; tor the enabling them the berrer to 
diſcharge the Office that was laid-upon them, 
there was commurted to them the Power of 
the Rod, or of inflicting the ſevereit of cor- 
poral puniſhments on grols, and notorious 
| Offenders ; of their doing which we want not 
inflances in that account St. Luke gives us of 
the Afts of the Apoſtles, where we read of av 11 


Elymas the Sorcerer ſmitten with Blindneſs |" 


by 


[ 26 ] 
by St. Paul ; and of Ananias and Sapphira 
ſtruck with Death it ſclt by Sr. Peter , Ei- 
ther of them an Inſtance terrible enough of 
that Power and Authority which Chriſt, the 
Head of His Church, had given to the (then) 
Rulers and Governors of it, of puniſbing and 
chaſtifing Her wundutifull and incorrigible 
Children, and of revenging upon them all their 
diſobedience, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks to theſe his 
Corinthians, 2. Cor. 10. 6. 

Beſides both which we have an Examplc of 
the Uſe of the Virga Apoſtolica m another no 
lcfs dreadtull manner, 1 7 im. 1. 20. where 
Hymenaus and Alexander having firſt put 
away a good Conſtience, and at laft made Ship- 
wrack of their Faith too, (as nothing 1s more 
ordinary or natural than for ſuch as arc 
looſe and carcleſs in their Praftice to tall in- 
to Errors in Judgment, and to be given upto 
believe lies) arc by the Apoſtle deliver d unto 
Satan, that they might learn not to blaſpheme. 

And this, I fay, is another moſt terrible 
manner, wherein the Apoſtles might, and 
upon occaſion did puniſh Stubborn and re- 
fraftory Sinners; to ſee whether the Devil 
could not torment them into better w— 
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and to force them, if poſſible, to Repentance 
and Reformation of life. 

For that That was the End of delivering 
over Perſons to Satan, viz. the deſtruftion of 
the fleſb, that the Spirit might be ſaved in the 
day of the Lord Feſus, we read ch. 5. of this 
Epiſtle v. 5. And it being uſual with God Al- 
mighty, in the carher days of the Goſpel, to 
give Satan cave to ſeize the bodics of ſuch 
as were for their obſtinate perſeverance in 
Sin cut off from the Communicz of thc 
Church, (Who, (glad of the opportunity) was 
wont to plaguc them with diſeaſes, and to 
bring -divers maladies upon them) Excom- 
munication 15 theretore called a delivering un- 
to Satan, the power of doing which oblle 
heard, the Apoſtles had, yea and did not 
ſparc, when Occaſion fo requir'd, to exerciſe 
and make Uſe of the ſame. 

And this is That which, I preſume, the 
Apoſtle intends in this His threatning of theſe 
delinquent Corinthians in my Text; where- 
m He gives them to underſtand that incaſe 
He heard not of a ſpeedy amendment, they 
muſt not expect ro be dallied with, or to 
cſcape with a ſight and. eaſte Penance, = 
that 
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that He would ſoon come 1n Perſon among 
them, and 'proceed, according to the Power 
the Lord had: given Him, to this molt ſevere 
Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure upon them. 

And indeed had the Apoftle been deftiture 
of this Power, and could not have anumad- 
verted in this manner as has been ſaid on the 
more bold and hardned tranſgreſlors, there 
being at that tune no Chriſtian Magiltrates, 
and conſequently the Ciil Power not of His 
Side ; fo little would He have becn able to 
have gone through the Work He had un- 
dertaken, the propagating the Religion of His 
Lord, that He could never have vindicated 
it from Contempt, much leſs have conciliated 
any zolerable reſpeft cither to Humſclt or Ir, 
but People would have contumaciouſly def. 
pisd His Sentences and Determinations, and 
have made a mock of violating, and tramp- 
ling upon the Laws of His New Religion. 

Whereas,when They percciy'd Him arm'd 
with a Pawer of exerciſing ſuch a Diſcipline 
upon them, aswas follow'd with ſuch ſtrange 
and frightfull cftc&ts, great fear fell upon all 
the Church, as "tis ſaid in reference to.that 
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as many as but heard of thoſe things: were 
mighuly influenced thereby, they were aw- 
ed into Compliance, and Obedience to Him, 
and darſt not any longer oppoſe or withſtand 
Him. 

And this ſhall ſuthce to have/been ſpoken 
as to the Power of the Apoſtle, which He 
here ecrms His Rod, and to the Nature, Ne- 
cefſity, and Efficacy, thereot in the Infarcy, 
and Nonage ot the Church. 

2. My next Enquiry muſt be in hat 
Meaſures, and Degrees this | Apoſtolical Power 
is continued 10 the Biſhops, and Governors of 
the Church now. 

The truce Occumenical Biſhop, and good 
Shepherd ot Souls, though at firſt He (cnc 
forth His Apoſtles like Sheep among Wolves, Wn. i« 
as Himſclt Speaks,vet he engaged they ſhould © 
never be utterly worried and deſtroy d bv them; 

Bur admit, when they had ſerved Him in 
their generations, they m#ght, las moſt of « 2.44 4. 
them afterwards did) Sufter violent deaths? * 
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ro the import of the promiſe of His being v4," 
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with: them alway i* ticomvan; T6 $2; Mart, 

78: x/t, (which is rightly. cranflated even un- 
10 the tnd of the World, as the fame phraſe 
docs likewitc  fgmrfy, chap. 12. 39. Where 
our Saviour cxplaining to His Diſciples the 
parable ot the Sower, eclls them by Harveſt 
1s to be underſtood owrius Th dim; The end 
of the World.) 

Bur ſtill chat the Sexcefers of the Apoſtles 
now-adavs have, m all reſpects, that Pleni- 
mde of Power continued to them, which the 
Apoſtles themſelycs at firit enjoy d, or that it 
is at all necclary they ſhould have, 1 by no 
mcans afhrm. 

For ſuch was the State of the Church in 
the Apoſtles time, as required an extraording- 
ry effufion of the gitts ot the Spirit, and could 
not be managd without ſuch a Divine, and 
Supernatural Aſſiſtance as, God be thank d, 
there 151n our'timc no ecef/ttyot ; The righ- 
tcous and mexcitull Lord having long ſince 
made good His gracious promulſes to it, that 
MKings ſbould become the Nurſing batbers, and 
Cacens the Nurſing Mothers of it. 

Whercas 'twas ordinary with the Apoſtles, 
where cyer they came to: publiſh the tidings 
ot 


[ 22x ] 


of the Goſpel, to mcet with diſcouragements, 
and oppoſitions, and to be brought before Rulers 
for ſpeaking in the name of Tee, Whole Na- 
tions, and Countries have now cſpousd His 
Religion, and the Proteflion of it is not on- 
ly tolcrated and allow d, bur ſtrictly com- 
manded, and cnjoynd even by the laws, and 
conſtitutions of Kingdoms. 

Whar need therefore 1s there zow-of thoſe 
Supernatural and miraculons Gifts, and *Pow- 
ers that were confer dupon the Apoftles* 

The difhculr cask of gaming admitrance' of 
Chriftianity into the World is. long; ſince o- 
ver ; The Mirackss that were formerly 
wrought arc fuffcicnt Credentials for the 
Truth of that Mcſlage the preſent Miniſters 
of the Goſpel deliver, and the Laws of their 
Countrey protect them m the due and regr- 
lar diſcharge of their Office ; The Kings of 
the Earth having not only embrac'd, and ſub- 
mitted themſclycs ro the Faith of Chrift, bur 
glorying in the Style, and Character of b&ing 
the Defenders of it. 

As therefore de fatto there is nor ; ſo nci- 
ther is it needfull there ſhould be a Continuati- 
-n of thoſe antient branches of the Apoſtles 

D 2 Power, 
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Power, whereby they were cnabled to work 
Miracles, ſome ot 'Kindnels, and ſome of Sc- 
verity, and by Both to confirm and citabliſh 
the Favourers, and to filencce, and confound 
tac Oppoſers of, (ahcir ull then unheard ot) 
Dactranes .: 5. ,.:-: | | 

Tis ſufficient that there 15 ſuch. a flanding 
and perpetual Part of that Power tranimutted, 
and tobhc.. tran{miued to their lateſt Sucreſ- 
fars;.as qualitics them tor the excrciling ſuch 
a Diſcipline, and Government in the Church, 
as Her preſent adult and grown Eſtate can 
ordinarily require. | 

And ſuch we.arc affurd, and thankful too 
that there 1s... And, not only Heretichs, and 
Schiſmaticks, but all ſuch Perſons -as arc im- 
pudently difſolute, and immoral 'in their lives, 
may know, that though miraculous inflitti- 
ens arc ccasd, there are ſtil] Penances, and Ex- 
communicationsto be made uſc of againſt them. 

And Theſe | how nughtily were thicy re- 
; ver d, and how awtully regarded by the Pri- 
mitive, and Purer Agcs ot Chriſtianity ? 

Twas thex ,xcaured a Sentence terrible c- 
nough to be excluded from the Publick Ordi- 
naxces.;, To be debard. the Church-Prayers, 
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and Sacraments, and baniſhed trom the Con- 
munion of their Brethren 1mprcGd upon thc 
minds of Men the molt (ad, and diſmal Re- 
fections, and cven ſwallow'd them up with 
Horror, and Aſtoniſhment, 

Such was the Anguiſh of Soul that ſciz d 
thoſe Criminals that lay under the Sentence 
and Cenſurc of the Church, that the methods 
ot Prayers, Sighs, and Zears were willingly 
undertaken by them 4n order to the recovery 
ot Her Favour. 

And Ecclettaſtical Hiſtory informs us that 
even 7 heodofius the Emperor being excom- 
municated ' by St. Ambroſe, teſtthed the in- 
ward troublc and concern of H:s Mind, by 
all che outward cxpretſions of Grict, and So1- 
row ; He diſcovd Himſelt of His Imperial 
Purple, and puton the Garments of Mourning ; 
yea for the Space of Eight Months together 
He humbled Himſclt inr His penitential Weed, 
and: rook ſhame to Himſclt tor the toulncls: . 
of His Crime, The giving way to the Shedding 
of a great deal of innocent Blood; and at. laſt 
eſteemed it an ineſtimable Privilege to be 
again admutted into the Church ot, Milan. 

Thus ſacred, and that long aftcr the oy 
files 
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files time, (this paſlage happening towards 


the latter End of the fourth Century) wasthe 
Churchc's Authority ; and fo greatly reve- 
renced was Her Diſcipling, by all Orders, 
and Degrees of Mceni®” 

Nor 1s That which She now brandiſhes a 
Brutum Fulmen, Her hand is not now ſo ſhort- 
ned, but that She can upon juſt Provocation 
Stretch it forth /ti//, to Strike as hard, and 
correct as ſbarply as then, 

When Her Head and Founder firſt incor- 
porated Her into a Community, He veſted 
Her with Power, (as all other Communinies 
are, and muſt be that are deſign'd long to ſub- 
fift) and promisd She ſhould for ever retain 
a ſhare of it, ſufficient for the puniſhing ſuch 
Members of Her Society, as ſhould, at any time, 
preſumptuouſly violate the Laws, and Conſti- 
cutions of 1t. 

And to this Power have the Ecclcſiaſtical 
Superintendents, and Governors, als along, 
(when need has ſo requir d ) not Stuck to have 
recourſe; Rather than not maintain the 
Churches Purity, and Peace, They have ever 
{martly chaſtis d that Vice, and Wickcdnehs 
that has cclipsd, and detac'd the One, and 
thoſe 
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thoſe Druiſrons, and Diſorders that have dit 
wrbd, and endanger'd the Other. 

And it (as it may poſlibly be wrg'd chat) 
Perſons now-adavs deſpiſe theſe C hafiiſements, 
ward not Church-Cenfures, and are not ſo a- 

aid of them, nor awed by them as formerly ; 
It (hall ſuffice me to reply, Thata Mans 
tupid inſerſibility (ir many caſes) argueshis 
condition not to be the better, but the worſe , 
They are but ſo much the more worthy of 
Blame, I will add, and Pity too ; In a word, 
llook upon this Praftice of theirs, as one In- 
ſtance of that wotull Degencracy of rhe /af! 
days, wherein the Apoftle long ſince .. 
w, that Men ſhould not only be diſcbedient, * ! 
mthankfull, and unholy ; But proud, fierce,” 
and heady. 

And thus I diſmuſs the ſecond Thing, v1z. 
That the Biſhops, and Governors of the 
Church now have the Power of the Rod con- 
tinucd to them in a mcaſure ſufficient, pro hoc 
fatu ; though not fo large and full as their 
frſt Predeceſſors had. And yct, of the wo, 
no doubt, They had rather, after St. Paul's 
aample (which is my third Particular,) 

3. Have occaſion to uſe only the fair, and 
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gentle Methods ; This the Apoſtlc's manner 
of Expreſſion in my Text, What will ye * Shall 
I come + &c, intimarcs Him to have been 
molt dcfirous of ; The putting the queſtion 
to the Corinthians, as He docs, being in cite 
a telling them, it ſhould be purely their on 
fault, if He carnc unto them with a Rod, and 
not in Love, and in thc Spirit of Meelneſs 

He well remcmber'd, twas the Serviceot 
the Prince of Peace that he was cngagd in 
viz. The divulging the Goſpel of Peace, (Bring: 
ing Men over, at firſt, to the Profeſſron, and 
then preſerving them in the Prattice of it,) 
and he accordingly attempted to do it in the 
molt meek, and peaceable manner. 

Had He dclighted in Severity, or becn 
tond of making Uſe of His Power, He would 
never have troubled Himſclt ro have given 
the Offenders ſuch fair warning to prevent , 
and eſcape it, by a tumcly Amendment, and 
Retormarion of life. His thus premoniſbing 
them of the 7endency of their preſent doings 
whilit 'twas ver in their power to evade it, 
a:gued great rexderneſs, and indulgence, veaa 
truly Paternal kindneſs towards thcm.. The 
atfection of a Father prompting Him to me- 
nace 
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nace, and threaten Puniſhment, to the very 
End, that He might not execute, and infiict 
it, - Suitable ro what He has, 2 Cor. 1 4. 10. 
Therctorc, I write theſe things being abjent, 
leſt being preſent I ſhould uſe Jbarpnefs ; « For 
* this reaſon I give you theſe wholeſome war- 
rings betorc I come, that when 1 come, 1 
may not have occaſion to proceed to ex- 

ciſion and excommunication, as again(t con- 
tumacious Offenders 1 mult of neceſſity do. 
Thus truly Chriſtian, and cxattly reſem- 
bling that of the meek, and lowly. Jeſus, was 
the Temper of our Apoſtle ; He was very 

loth to be harſh and rigorovs, if His Baſinchs 
might be cftected without it 5 * and will- 

ing not only -to reſprre, and ſuſpend, bur 7: joe 
wholly to withhold the Puniſhments duc to: 
Evil-doers, m caſe He could by any ſl 
way attain His Ends on them ; Provided 
they would but be reclaim'd by kindneſs, ind 
won upon by candid Uſage. 

Twasin his opinion a more noble and 
manly way of victory to conquer Mens wills, 
and captivate their underſtandings, than'to 
uſe force and violence upon their Perſons. But 
ſtill He was not ſocrwelly complaiſant neither, 
as 
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4s not to put 4 Rub in the way of Him thar 
He ſaw poſting to his rzine ; or to ſuffer 
impenirent Sinners to Jaz themſelves with- 
out Check. 

No, im that caſc He rook His 
Red in hand out of meer Pity: 
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-» Argument ot His Lovwe,& feourging 
them to ſhew His Compaſfron *, 
The Church is m Scripture not unhely rc- 

fermbled” ro a Vineyard, (as Iſa. 5. and cl(c- 

wherc) and that upon ſeveral accounts, bur 
nome more 'aptly than zhis ; That cvcn the 

noble Vine (as the Prophet Jeremy's Epithct 15) 

is wont to have its 4xuriences, and excreſcen- 

cies, which nll chey be prund away, and 
lopd off, ux« cither produces wo fruit, or clic 
ſuch as never comes to Maturity, and Per- 
feftion, And accordingly mthe Church; there 
are thoſe that have embraced, at leaſt that 
make daily profeſſion of the Faith of Chriſt ; 
thoſe that have been baptized into the beſt 

Religion in the World, and are yer guilty 

of ſuch notorious exorbirauces, and irregula- 

rities 1n their lives, as the Maſters m God's 

Spiritual Husbandry, the Biſbops and nx 
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of His Church muſt be forced to reclaim and 
reflifie by che Diſcipline of their Cenſares, or 
there will never be any Good to be expected 
from them. Rather, chey will curn art laſt, 
(ro keep ro the Propher's Aiegory) to degene- 
rate plants of a ſtrange Vine, and become ut- 
terly unprofitable branches, fit only to be caſl 
forth till they wither, and then to be gathered, 
and caft into the fire, and burned. 


joh 14. 6. 


Thus you fec the Paſtors and Governors of 


the Churcharc of necclhty compell 4 formetimcs 
to uſe ſharpneſs ; And unlcfs They could be 
(as their near Relation will not ſuffer them) 
wholly indifferent to the Welfare of thoſe un- 
der their Care, They muſt, in ſome caſes, do 
it, though with ncvcr ſo much rel/uftance. 
Nay, the welfare of thoſe who arc atu- 
ally delinquent 1s not concernd alone neither, 
but there is infinite danger leſt their Counte- 
nance and Example ſhould inveigle others, 
and draw them at laſt into the ſame Miſery 
and Perdition with themſeives. And theſc 
are Conſequences ſo ſad, and miſchievous, as 
that they muſt be prevented by any lawful 
means, though haply ſuch as may Prove 
harjb and cutting ; And yet Cunita priis ten- 
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tanda le ſtill the Churche's Motto in the 
caſc; For this hinders not, but rather proves 
and conh:ms (according to what I am now 
afſerting) the Apoſtolick temper naturally to 
incline to Chriſtian tenderneſs, and pity. 

And ſo much tor the third Thing, Thar 
albeit the Apoſtle was turniſhd with Power . 
ſufhcicnt to puniſb all Stubborn Offenders in 
the Church, yet He was very loth, and wnwil- 
ling to exerciſe and make uſe of it, but in 
caſe of pure necef/tty, being much rather de- 
lirous He might have occaſion to uſe only 
the fair, and gentle mcans. 

4. And fo & proceed to the fourth and /aft 
Thing propounded, namely, 7 0 exhort Chrif- 
tians to be more obedient to their Spiritual Paſ- 
tors, and Fathers, by an orderly and regular 
converſation, than to force them to the uſe of 
that Severity, which- They are of themſelves 
averſe from, 

And here mcthinks there ſhould nothing 
More be needftull to prevail with Men to 
vicld a hearty, and willing 0begtence to thoſe 
that are over them in the Lord, than a Cor- 
{1dcration, what Their Office and Employ 1s, 
which1s in Scripture term d, a Watching for 
Mens Souls. 
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An Office above all others fo vaſtly berefe- 
cial to the World, that 'twere to be expec- 
ted, Meer Gratitude (ſhould pur Mcn upon 
cndcavouring to render 1t as ſweet, and eaſie 
as poſſible ro Them that Suſtain ; And Kind- 
neſs ro themſelves oblige them to be ſubmiſſive 
and obedient to it. 

This the Apoſtle thought a good Argument 
for Chriſtians ro obey them that have the rule ya, 1, 
over them, even their watching for their Souls; 
And ſuch moſt certainly would it appear, 
were it buggconſider d aright. 

For can Mcn reaſonably ſuſpet that They 
whoſe aims and deſigns arc fo infinitely kind, 
and charitable towards them, ſhould require 
any thing of them that 1s really hurtf, 
prejudicial to them ? Can they be jealges ot 
enmity from Them, whoſc conſtant Endca- 
vour 1t 15 to befriend them, and that inThe 
moſt important inſtance of Friendſhip? Lattly, 
Can they juſtly fear any Harm trom Thoſc, 
whoſc dif, r task, and buſineſs 1t is to doe all 
the Good they can to as many as arc commit- 
ted 10 their Charge, ca, 1 may add, who dare 
not but do it, being, asthe Apoltle ſpeaks, 0 
give account? 


And 
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And yet 'rwould be a mattcr of great wor- 
der, did not the commonneſs abate 1t, that the 
wholeſome and profitable, the graveand wiſe, 
the kind and friendly Advices of their Eccle- 
fraſtical Superiors ſhould be fo fightly regar- 
ded, and not more readily complied with by 
them than they arc; That there ſhould be 
thoſe among us who being told by Them of 
their Daty never fo plainly, continue to neg- 
le it; that being premoniſh'd never ſo fair- 
ly retuſe to take warning, till like Children, | 
mcan not in meekneſs, innocences and ſimpli- 
city, (they arc far cnough from that) but in 
croſſneſs, and fiubborrmeſs, they arc whip'd into 
Obedience. 

Though their Spiritual Guides, as they are 
the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, would rather beſeech, 
intreat, and pray them, as St. Paul ſpeaks, in 
Chriſt's flead, that they would be reconcil'd to 
God, than come as His Heralds to proclaim 
War, and - denounce Vengeance againſt them ; 
Thoughas Paranymphs of the Heavenly Bride- 
groom, they had rather court and perſwade His 
wandring and inconftant Spouſe to return to 
His Love, and re-admut His dear Embraces, (if 
by that mcans they nughe prevail with Her) 
; than 
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than threaten Her with an Eternal Divorce : 
Yer,howſocver it comcs to pals, the latter mc- 
thods are they tain, tor the moit part,to have 
recourſe to. So.madly do Men flee their Hap- 


pineſs, and forſake their own Mercies, Jonah 2.3. 


Nay with ſome, Expericnce abundantly 
teaches that even 7heſe, (I mcan the ſharpeſt 
courſes) loſe their Effet ;. 7 hey being fo far 
from trembling at (as was uſual heretofore )char 
they ſight, and comemn the ſevereſt Sentences, 
and Denznciations of the Church. 

But all I have, ar preſent, to ſay to ſuch, 
s to\dclire them to recollect the Proverband 
to conſider well che Meaning of it, That what 
they ſpit. againſt Heaven will fall in their 
face ; That the time will come, when the 
great Biſhop of Souls will interpret Mens de(- 
pf ng of choſe chat were commuthionated wn- 


Him, as a deſpiſeng of Himſelf ; And ſure-1: ak. 1a; 


ly they will not be fo fool- hardy as to diſ- © 
regard, and piſb at the diſmal conſequences 
ot that.too. Surely, they will for the future, 

quietly, and dutifully ſubmic themſelves to 
their Spiritual Governors ; and if not be 
drawn by the Cords of love alone to obey their 
orders, and reycrence ihe ir injuntions ; at leaſt 
not 
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not contumacioufly oppoſe themſelves, and 
ſtand vut againlt rheir Authority, Icſt haply, 


at 53% as Was ſaid 1n "another calc, they be bereafter 


found 10 have fought againſt God. 

I ſhall conclude all with one word to You, 
my Brethren in the Sacred Funttion, and it ſhall 
be by way of exreaty, That foralmuch aswe 
arc commanded in all things to ſew our ſelves 
Patterns of good works , and Enſamples to our 
Flocks, We may be carctull (as certainly we 
have as much reaſon (to ſay no more) as any 
Clergyin the Kingdom) to approve our ſclyes 
fach in this particular reſpe, I mean, In ham- 
bly and chearfully complying with, and: ſubmit- 
ting our ſelves to all the Injunitions of our Re- 
verend Dioceſan. 

And let us carncſtly umplore the God of 
peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Zeſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, to 
make both us, and all that wc have the 1nſpec- 
tion over, perſet in every good work, to do His. 
Will, and to work in us all whatſoever is well 
pleaſing in His ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom be Glory for ever, and ever. Amcn, 
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